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Oakland’s has been owned by the same family since NZ 
land deeds were first issued. But the story goes back 
further than that……..  
 
In April 1841 the New Zealand Company informed the Colonial Secretary of its intention 
to establish a second colony "considerably larger" than the first (in Wellington). Nelson 
was planned to cover 201,000 acres (810 km2), consisting of 1000 allotments. Each 
would be 150 acres (60 hectares) of rural land, 50 acres (20 hectares) of accommodation 
land and one "town acre" (4000 square metres). An allotment package would be sold at 
₤301 per allotment or 30 shillings an acre, one pound an acre more than land at 
Wellington, with a lottery to determine the ownership of specific allotments. The payment 
for each allotment was required before the purchaser sailed from England. Reference Patricia 

Burns (1989). Fatal Success: A History of the New Zealand Company. 

 
In September 1841 John Waring Saxton (JW) made the decision to immigrate to New 
Zealand. He purchased his New Zealand Company settler scheme “Nelson land 
allotment”, purchased a prefabricated house and prepared his possessions for shipping. 
In December 1841, JW, his wife Pricilla, 5 children and mother-in-law Mrs Crumpton, his 

brother the Rev Charles Saxton and his 
wife Mary left England and sailed to NZ 
on the Clifford arriving (via Wellington) in 
Nelson in May 1842. JW was a musician, 
a scholar (speaking fluent Hebrew, Latin 
and Greek) and gifted watercolourist. His 
well known drawings recorded early 
Nelson and in particular his farm and 
homestead at “Oakland's”. JW also kept 
an extensive record of daily events 
(copies of his diaries reside in the Turnbill 
archives) which have proven invaluable in 
the documenting of Oakland's history.  
 
The best known of JWs drawings is a 
sequence of 3 watercolours that form a 
panorama of early Nelson which he was 
commissioned to draw for the New 
Zealand Company to use in their 
promotional literature. The directors of the 
company were extremely pleased with 
this painting and awarded JW ₤150 with 
the Chairman advancing an additional 
₤100 which in those days was a 

considerable sum of money.  
 
The three parts of the panorama are tabled on the following page.  
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Pic 1 - JW Saxton’s Early Nelson Panorama  
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Interestingly when JW purchased his allotment (before he left England), Nelson had not 
yet been “discovered” (it was first sighted in October 1841) and the surveying only 
started as JW and family sailed out to NZ so he had no idea where his land allotments 
would be. The actual balloting of these allotments (who got what and where) wouldn’t 
take place until after the early settlers had arrived.  
 
In 1841 New Zealand became a separate Crown Colony ending its connection with New 
South Wales. The New Zealand Company was given a Royal Charter which allowed it to 
take responsibility for the administration, and the legislative, judicial, military and financial 
affairs of the colony of New Zealand (subject to safeguards of control by the British 
Government). Communicating with London took many months. In 1852 The New 
Zealand Constitution Act (UK) established a system of representative government for 
New Zealand. Six (eventually 10) provinces were created, with elected superintendents 
and councils. At the national level, a General Assembly was established, consisting of a 
Legislative Council appointed by the Crown and a House of Representatives. In 1853 the 
House of Representatives’ first 37 members were elected and in 1854 the First 
Parliament met in Auckland. 
 
The original surveying and issuing of land rights were carried out and administered by 
the New Zealand Company so it is therefore understandable that in those early years it is 
hard to pinpoint a true record of land ownership. With low allotment sales, absentee land 
owners and people squatting it is sometimes difficult to determine the actual ownership 
and identity of some lands.  
 
Complicating this were the “land 
exchanges” that were occurring at 
the time. Generally these 
“exchanges” weren’t person to 
person but rather returning a 
section into the New Zealand 
Companies land pool and then 
gaining authorization to 
“exchange” it for another.  
 
It wasn’t until 1851 that property 
transactions began being 
recorded on official Government 
“Deeds” and these form the first 
official records of the ownership of 
Oakland's.  
 

JWs original land parcels 
We learn from JWs dairies that his town acre was  a section in the Brook Valley and that 
his rural land was #155 Wai-iti Valley but the identity of his original accommodation land 
is not mentioned. The following tells the story of the first few years in Nelson and then the 
development of his farm Oakland's.  
 
The prefabricated house brought out from England 
On arriving in Nelson JW found he could not access his Brook Street town acre 
(impassable stream / gorge) so he signed a 14 year lease on another section, (# 71 on 
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Haven Rd owned by Mr Greaves) and had his prefabricated house erected on it. This 
section was close to the present Salt Water Bridge and close to the hill which proved 
problematic as over the ensuing years several land slips damaged the house. It was 
repaired and when he moved to his new house on the Brook Street section he leased out 
the Haven Rd house. In Feb 1845 JW had this house disassembled and transported to 
Oakland's. Pic 2 shows the prefabricated house in location on Section #71.   
 
Pic 2 Auckland Point 1/10/1843 JW Barnicoat Nelson Provincial Museum Bett Collection 286 

 
The arrow indicates the prefabricated house on Haven Rd section #71. Notice the house was cut close into 
the hill which explains the problems they had with slips etc.  

 
Pic 3 A sketch by JW Saxton showing his farm cottage and barn at Oaklands. It is highly 
likely that this cottage is the prefabricated house that he moved from Haven Rd out to his 
farm in early 1845. In his diaries he goes into great detail about the building of his new 
house at the Brook and the homestead at Oakland's. Whereas all we know about the 
prefabricated house from Haven Road is that it was moved out to the farm and then 
within months he refers to a farm cottage as though it has suddenly materialized. This 
tends to support that this cottage was in fact the reconstructed ex Haven Rd 
prefabricated house.   
PIC 3 
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Brook Street “Town Acre” and the house he called “Claremont”  
Once a road had been constructed to the Brook Valley JW set about having a new house 
built on his town acre. He planted this acre (and what appears to be an adjoining “Maori” 
reserve acre) extensively in vegetables & crops. He lived in Claremont while his house at 
Oakland's was built and the farm established. His diaries refer to many trips walking from 
the Brook to Oakland's which must have taken at least 3 to 4 hours to complete.  
 
Rural Section 
In January 1843 JW was allocated rural section #155 which was in the Wai-iti Valley 
(near Belgrove). We know that JW visited #155 twice before exchanging it for something 
“better and closer”. His diary states that he had exchanged #155 within the year which 
would have resulted in him exchanging it by Jan 1844 but it is unclear as to what he 
exchanged it for.  
 
The Oakland's homestead 
In 1844, a lack of capital, absentee landlords, limited arable land, poor work opportunities 
and restive Maori resulted in hardship for the settlers and in turn forced the NZ Company 
into liquidation. The Company had erected immigration barracks on the foreshore at the 
entrance to the Nelson Haven which was used to house passengers when they first 
arrived. This building had been prefabricated in England (around 1840) out of 300 year 
old Baltic Pine and transported on the Will Watch which was one of the first convoy of 
ships to land in Nelson. The Cornish Slate roof was used as ships ballast.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 
13/11/1844 JW 
was able to 
purchase these 
barracks at 
auction.  
The condition of 
sale was that 
the building 
needed to be 
removed within 
14 days or it 
would forfeit 
back to the 
companies 
receivers.  
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This early sketch of the Nelson Haven by 
Charles Heaphy shows the Barracks 
erected on Town Acre #11 (where the NZ 
Company’s office was also located).  
 
 
In the detail of this sketch it is possible to 
see the original configuration of the 
barracks (3 X 2 storey modules bolted 
together).  
 
 
JW had the barracks disassembled and barged from Port Nelson via the Waimea 
Estuary to the bottom of his farm land and then moved by bullock and dray up to the 
house site. The landing point on the estuary frontage was rediscovered when the new 
State Highway (Whakatu Drive) between Annesbrook and Richmond was constructed in 
the early 2000’s. The modular buildings were designed to be bolted together so when it 
was reassembled JW changed the configuration so that it had a different roof structure 
and wall alignment.  
 
Over the years various additions have been added and removed. Today the house is still 
proudly lived in by Richard Raine - JW’s great great grandson. The Oakland’s homestead 
is recognised as one of the oldest prefabricated dwellings in NZ.  
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1849 Sketch by JW Saxton 

 
Cira Late 1890’s 

  
Oakland's around the turn of the century. 
Notice the trellis work and the pull down 
blinds 

Oakland's around 1954 (before the annex was 
pulled down) 
 

 
The original Lath and Plaster walls exposed when the new sun room and Jill’s sewing 
room were added in the late 1980’s 
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The Oakland's homestead today 
 
The lands that formed Oakland's farm 
It is highly likely that the two 50 acre land blocks that formed Oakland's were not 
originally JWs but ended up in his ownership within the first year or so by way of 
exchange. The exchange sequence relating to how he ended up with Section #73 is 
covered below but the same is not possible for Section #76. However on a site plan of 
Oakland's that still hangs in the homestead hallway there is a caption that reads “Section 
76 – one of the 2 first sections obtained by Exchange conditionally”. This tends to 
suggest that both #73 and #76 were acquired by exchange under some sort of 
provisional arrangement.  
 
This is further backed up by the official 1842 NZ Company Map of Nelson 
accommodation sections (which is held in the Alexander Turbull Library). This map codes 
sections #73 and #76 as not being sold in England but that these are in the Company 
Reserves i.e. for future sale. If these sections were in the company pool and available for 
exchange then they can’t have been assigned in the original allocation ballot.  
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Section #76 - This block is the cornerstone of Oakland's. It is the 50 acres where the 
homestead, barn, cottage, stockyards are located and where the first grazing and 
cropping occurred.  
 
Section #73 – This section came into JWs ownership as an exchange. In 1843 JW 
received a letter from his sister Maria Somes instructing their brother Charles (who had 
Power of Attorney for Joseph Somes) to give JW one of Josephs speculative sections. 
Charles originally allocated JW accommodation section #81 which JW then exchanged 
for # 73 - the exchange must have been transacted by the time JW started farming at 
Oaklands in Nov 1844. Section #73 boundary is the Main Road Stoke frontage where the 
current Saxton Field is located and diagonally adjoins #76).  
This is located in the lowest lying area and there are various references in JWs diaries to 
the clearing of flax and the digging of drains which must have happened on this section. 
The 1849 section map shows the drainage ditches that had been installed in a grid 
pattern across this section.  
 
Section #75 - This was originally owned by a Mr MacDonald & Patterson and in the very 
early days there was some sort of share-farming / partnership arrangement with JW. We 
learn from the Land Deeds that the ownership for this block transferred from MacDonald 
to JWs wife Priscilla in 1868 (JW died in 1866).   
 
Timeframe of acquiring the land at Oaklands 
We learn from JWs diaries that in September 1844 JW took his Banker out to show him 
his farm which consisted of 3 X 50 acre Accommodation Sections - #73, #75 & #76 and 
we also learn that the first acre on his farm was ploughed in Nov 1844 and that the roof 
of the homestead was on by Dec 1844. The working of the land and erection of a 
dwelling tends to suggest that JW must have had clear ownership of at least section #76 
by then. 
 
There is a farm map that is hanging in Oakland's hallway. The origins of this map are 
unclear however it is in the same style as the very early NZ Company surveyors maps so 
it is highly likely that this is an original (or a copy by tracing) to which JW has added 
locations of buildings and comments etc. He has also marked in several locations that he 
has drawn sketches from (looking back at Oakland's homestead and farm) and we know 
he sketched these in 1849. The sections that are numbered on this map are 73, 74, 76, 
78, 97, 98, 99 and Rural Block XIX.  
 
In 1851 the first Government Land Deed records started and these show JW as owning 
accommodation sections 73, 74, 76, 94, 97, 95, 99 and rural block XIX.  
 
In 1855 JW became the first leasee of the Tarndale in the Wairau where he built the 
original cob homestead and ran a large number of cattle on the 80,000 acres. The station 
bred hacks were noted for their sure footedness in the high country. The Tarndale is now 
part of the huge Molesworth Station between the Clarence and Wairau Valleys 
 
JW Saxton’s (Jr) death duties statement records that by the time of his death in 1932 the 
Oakland's farm comprised of some 2119 adjoining acres between Ngawhatu Valley 
(Stoke) & Queen Street (Richmond) from the estuary to the top of the Richmond Ranges. 
 
The Certificates of Title show the land passing through various generations to today 
where the Raine Group still own these original land blocks. The Raine Group also own 
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the adjoining titles but they have not been included in this document as they don’t add to 
the lineage of the original sections.  
 
Appendix Two shows a simplified version of the lineage of generations that have lived or 
farmed at Oakland's.  
 
Copies of the various Land Deeds and Titles are contained in Appendix Three attached.  
 
 
History of farming at Oakland’s 
Interestingly, although there are remnants around the farm of where large trees had once 
stood, JWs early drawings (see below) show that the land was completely clear of trees 
when he started farming. He had brought with him acorns and today the homestead area 
is surrounded in beautiful 165 year old Oak trees. Unfortunately he also brought with him 
gorse to plant the fence line boundaries (as was the common practice in England) – this 
has been the bane of future generations.  
 

 
 
JW set about developing his farm but of all the locations to choose Nelson is not the ideal 
farming location. It can be parched in summer and a bog in winter – especially the low 
lying ex swamp land that formed the flat lands of Oakland’s 
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A 1845 JW 
Saxton 
drawing 
shows a 
ploughing 
competition 
being held 
on the flats 
in front of 
the 
homestead. 
 
 

 

 

 
Cattle, sheep and cropping for stock feed 
and the local mill were the main stay of 
Oakland's. Hops were also commercially 
grown to form the ingredient that 
preserved beer before the days of 
refrigeration. JW also advertised his 
horse sire services. He had stallion 
thorough-bred, Clydesdales and Cart 
horses.  

 
 
Around the turn of the century orchards were 
also established with a 1930 “Certificate of 
Registration of an Orchard” stating there were 
1190 trees (Sturmer apples) growing on 10 
acres. 
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Farming was hard, productivity was low and the depression years meant many people 
were out of work so local markets for farm produce struggled. Oakland’s survived those 
early years by receiving a yearly endowment from JW’s wealthy sister Maria Somes 
(founder of Christ’s College in Christchurch and benefactor of Somes Island in Wellington 
Harbour).  
 

 
A Saxton family picnic - Left = Gladys, Grass in front = Gwen, Behind left hand vehicle Rosie Saxton 
(grand daughter), Hat on = Beatrice Saxton (GEC’s wife), Boy on car = Phillip (GEC oldest son), Old 
gentleman leaning on left-hand car = Conrad (JWs son), Leaning on Right-hand car = GEC Saxton. In front 
= Aunty Flora (Beatrice sister),  ?? by beside her = Gordon (Phil & Gwen’s brother).  

 
The farm passed down through several of JW’s sons & grandsons and was nearly lost 
between the world wars as the old uncles struggled to keep the farm viable because of 
poor farming practices and compounding death duties. 
 

A century on 
 
 
The saviour of the farm was Dick Raine who in 
1931 married Gwen Saxton (JWs great 
granddaughter). Dick worked on the farm (at 
which time it was owned by Barker Saxton) 
but the £19,000 debt that was compounding at 
8% per year meant that in 1935 the 
mortgagee, E. Buxton and Co, proposed to 
take over the farm in exchange for this debt. 
Dick negotiated for a year and then finally 
struck a deal that saw he and Gwen take over 
the Oakland's estate (and move into the 
Oakland's homestead). This deal included 
selling off the land closest to Nelson and 
Richmond, transferring the best flat lands to 
Buxton’s and acquiring a new mortgage of 
£7,500.  
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Having farmed in Cornwall Dick was the first real farmer the property had had. He made 
huge personal sacrifices during the depression (1930’s) and World War 2 (1939 to 1945) 
to ensure the farm’s survival.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dick reaping and binding Oats in the Kiln Paddock (this paddock previously housed the 
hop kiln in it.  
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In 1939 a Caterpillar D2 bulldozer was purchased which provided the catalyst to increase 
the productivity of the lower hill country by ploughing & harrowing, over sowing of more 
productive grass species, application of fertilizer (towing a top-dressing rig), mole 
ploughing and the towing of a gorse spraying rig. The D2 is still on the farm today and 
with 11371 hours on the clock, no plastic / rubber components or electrical system (it has 
a petrol engine to heat and start the main diesel engine) it's likely to last for many more 
decades. 
 

 
The fertiliser blower – it was powered by a Wisconsin motor and by all accounts the lifting 
of the fertilizer sacks into the hopper was hard and dangerous work.  
 

 
The D2 towing lime & fertilizer. Notice the two trailers – the first one has been made on a 
Bren Gun carrier frame and tracks. 
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Phil Saxton breaking in the hill side on the top of Well Gully.  

 
RG and Michael Gibbs spraying in the Cabbage Tree 
 

 
Notice the D2 pulling two trailers of silage.  
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The record "pound for a pound" wool prices during the Korean War saw Oakland’s debt 
fully cleared by 1952. 
 

 

 
ABOVE Dick Raine sorting fleeces 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LEFT   The Shearing world record holder Godfrey 
Bowen occupies the #1 stand in the foreground 

 
With sheep thriving on the hill country Dick 
decided to focus on turning the flat land into 
a dairy unit. On the left is Oakland's 1937 
Certificate of registration of a Dairy.  
 
Dick was a progressive dairy farmer. He 
purchased high quality lucerne silage from 
specialist growers, built a loafing barn for his 
cows and conducted the first artificial 
insemination in the Nelson region.  
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Dick then became heavily involved in establishing a farmers’ cooperative town milk 
industry which in 1944 set up a farm milk collecting system and a central treatment and 
bottling station that sold its products across the greater Nelson region. Dick was the 
cooperative's first President and served in this role for the next 19 years. While he was in 
this role he was also an Executive member of the NZ Town Milk Producers. Nelson Milk 
Producers operated until 2000 at which time Dick’s grandson Julian was the chairman 
and negotiated the sale of the company to Kiwi Dairies Ltd which eventually became part 
of the Fonterra group. 
 
In 1958 their two boys, Richard and Glyn, each took over parts of the farm. Richard the 
low lying hills and dairy farm (including the original Oakland’s farm and homestead) and 
Glyn the hill country. 
 
Richard (RG) intensified the land use by clearing the gorse (which over the preceding 
100 years had spread from the boundary fences to 
smothering large parts of the farm), building a 
significant 180 million litre dam that allowed irrigation 
of the flats during summer, reticulated paddock water 
supply on the hill blocks, building an airstrip for 
topdressing, buying back the adjoining farms (Lusty’s 
in 1964 & Brown’s in 1973 - both of which had been 
sold off by his father Dick to reduce the farms 
crippling debt), establishing a commercial rock 
quarry, building a feed lot system, expanding the 
dairy herd and trialling deer & goats.  
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Jill standing on the 
new feed lot 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The commercial quarry 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Jill at Lake Raine 
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Richard & Jill’s legacy is the extensive trees that have been planted, the restoration of 
the homestead and the grand scale landscaping that now surrounds the 5 hectare 
homestead area. The first amenity trees were planted in 1969 and by the mid 1970s 
Richard was planting larger areas of the hill country that were prone to slips.   
 

 
The back of Oakland's in 1954 
 

 
The back of Oakland's now 
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Well Gully – Then and now 

 

 
 
 
Being worked in the 
Early 1950’s 
 

 

 
 
After Richards 
extensive planting in 
the mid 1970’s 

 

 
 
 
The Well Gully today.  
 
This area has now 
been completely 
replanted in natives 
and exotics. Weka 
and other birds are 
now making a 
welcome return.  
 

 



Page 23 of 33 

 

 
An early 1849 sketch by JW showing the view of Oakland's homestead from the Gander 
Common.  
 

 
The same view today with Oakland's homestead nestled in extensive park like 
surrounds.  
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In 1972 Richard employed Les Stilwell who worked on the farm for the next 40 years. Les 
still comes out of retirement occasionally to help with odd jobs. Les is seen here (approx 
1975) in the old 6 bale walk-thru milking shed. It was later upgraded to a 17 bale 
herringbone and then replaced by the completely new rotary cow shed in 2013.  
 

 
 

 
Richard's son Julian and his wife Cathy have now taken over the running of the farm and 
their son Tom is working for them.  They have bought parts of Glyn's farm and planted 
some of this area in forestry (redwoods, eucalypts and pines).  

 
Three generations at Oakland's (with their relationships to JW) – Richard (great great 
grandson), his son Julian (great great great grandson) and his son Tom (great great 
great great grandson). 
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The Oakland's Farm today 
In 2012 dairying was still the mainstay of the farm but with stricter hygiene requirements 
the old cow shed was past its “use by date”, Fonterra ceased their winter supply contract 
and efficiencies of scale meant dairy herds needed to become larger and with sports 
fields on one side of the farm and dense residential housing on the other 2 sides 
purchasing more paddocks was out of the question. 
 
 

 
 
 
So decisions needed to be made. The combination of an 80 year history of producing 
town milk 365 days a year plus having 60,000 people now living within a 10 kilometer 
radius of the farm provided Oakland's with a unique opportunity to sell milk direct to the 
public. With this in mind Oakland’s has embarked on a course of action that will lay the 
platform for the following generations.  
 
The Oakland’s dairy herd is now solely comprised of cows that have the A2 gene and a 
new state of the art cowshed has been built that can accommodate school and tourist 
sightseeing groups. The shed is equipped with a high temperature / short time (HTST) 
pasteurizer which allows milk to be processed and treated for sale off farm. A network of 
5 vending machines (imported from Italy) has been established around Nelson from 
which customers can purchase milk by filling recyclable glass bottles. Over the next few 
years this network will be expanded so all of the milk produced on Oakland’s will be sold 
direct to the public. Our goal is to establish the Oakland’s brand as Nelson’s premium 
fresh milk supplier. 
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Oakland's new cowshed completed in September 2013-12-24 
 

 
 
The two milk vending machines on the farm boundary beside Saxton Field 
It is rare these days to have a viable farm operating within city boundaries but the scene 
is set for Oakland’s to continue its proud farming history for many generations to come. 
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On the cover page of this presentation was the Oakland’s brand that was stencilled on to 
wool bales for 150 years. So it is fitting that on the last page of this presentation is the 
new logo that we hope will become synonymous with Oakland’s for the next 150 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Page 28 of 33 

 

Appendix One – relevant exerts from JW’s diaries.  
 

Making the decision and immigrating  

8/10/40 … received letters from ? Elizabeth, and Maria about New Zealand 
which I answered in great hopes and spirits at my prospects. 
Reference 8/10/43 JW Dairy V1 

17/09/1841 JW decides to emigrate to NZ. Reference 17/09/1843 JW Dairy V1 

17th Dec 1841 Mr Somes gave me a Bill of Credit for £200. 

19th Dec1842 Left England - Awakened early by the cries of the sailors weighing 
anchor. Shortly after the steamer, Sir William Wallace arrived to take 
us in tow. 

May 11 1843 Landed in Nelson 

  

The Haven Road house 
Oct –Nov 
1841 

Sometime between deciding to emigrate to NZ and leaving JW purchased a 
prefabricated house, had it loaded into the Clifford and brought it to NZ with 
him.  

May 14th
 

1842 

 

Received much kindness from Captain Wakefield. Went on shore with Mrs 
C, in the long boat with the emigrants luggage. At the Company’s offices, 
met Captain Wakefield who kindly gave me a letter of introduction to Mr 
Greaves, the Company’s attorney. Lunched with him in his office, (bread 
and cheese and porter). He kindly showed us various places between the 
river and the section which, I fixed on. 

May 15th 
1842 

I called on Mr Greaves who kindly went with us to look at No. 71 and 
measured off for me 40 feet of frontage. (Note this section was at or near 
the present Salt Water Bridge, close under the hill.) 

May 16th
 

1842 
Went there and finally contracted with them for the building of my intended 
house. 

May 17th 

1842 
Found several workmen preparing for my house, levelling and driving piles. 

May 18th 

1842 
Went on shore. Saw the men at work on the house. Took a walk as far as 
the river and found that fresh water was within six or seven minutes walk. 

May 27th
 

1842 
Went on shore with the first boat load of my goods. Landed them in front of 
the house and got them under cover. Slept in the house for the first time 
with Mr Salt to assist in watching.  

May 28th  

1842 
Second boat load of my goods arrived. Heard from Mr Cane that all my 
family were coming in the evening. After dinner Mrs C arrived and then 
Priscilla and at night we all slept under our roof which was open at both 
ends. I sat up and watched the whole night. 

July 4th
 

1842 
Mr Greaves called with my lease (Haven Road section) and received his 
fee of £5. 

7/01/43  paid Mr Greaves £6.5/- rent in gold, being a breaking into our last English 
gold and only £33 left to carry on with. (reference JW Dairies V1 
07/01/1845) 

7th May 
1844 

Made the move from the Haven house to Claremont (Brook St) 

11th August 
1843 

Saw Mrs Coster who wished to take our old house at Haven Road. Saw Mr 
Tuckett and arranged for her to live there rent free and open a shop. 

4th October 
1844 

At Haven Road saw the piles in front pressed forward by the weight behind 
(damage from a slip) 
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11th 

January 
1845 

At the Bank saw Darrnall ….. and asked him to look at the Haven Road 
premises with a view to pulling them down. I did not tell him I had spoken to 
Goddard about the rafting of it. 

14th Jan  
1845 

…. and that he would deliver the Haven Road at any part of the section for 
£5.5/-, a moderate price. 

12th 

Feb1845 
Went to the farm with the Banker. Found some of the windows blown in and 
the Haven Road building carelessly laid on the ground and warped…… 

  

Brook Street “Town Acre” and house he called “Claremont”  

May 17th 

1842 
Went on with Salt and Alexander to find my Town Acre……. I 
proceeded on alone and after crossing the brook, I found the place in a 
hollow, a flat, swampy desolation at the far end. This was a great 
disappointment to me, as I could have no hopes of its being of any 
immediate advantage to me. 

August 2nd
  

1842 
Charles walked with me to my acre where we measured the fencing 
which was 50 feet and the water side 170 ft. 

August 8th
 

1842 

 

Monday Went with Mr Leighton to inspect my acre. Wills was cutting 
the drain. We found abundance of stone suitable for the building of a 
chimney, and Wills said there was sufficient Towai Towai. 

29th August 
1842 

At Capt. Wilson’s agreed with Baigent to cut wood for house. Mrs 
Crumpton arranged with Leighton to build the house on my land at her 
expense. 

10th Sept 
1842 

Leighton sent down the total estimate for the new house - £250. 

28th Oct 
1842 

Mrs Crumpton dreadfully fatigued and dejected. She has come to the 
determination of postponing the building of her house. 

8th Dec 
1842 

Staked out the site for the house. 

7th January 
1843 

Called on Charles who walked with me along the newly formed bullock 
road, through the small wood by Mr ???? a consummation which 
seemed only as far back as Oct. 15 almost hopeless. 

10/01/43 I was present when Nicholls, the carpenter sleeping with his pipe in his 
mouth, set fire to the shavings and caused the burning of upwards of 
£60 worth of plank all planed ready for this cottage roof. My dear and 
Edward came up and witnessed the conclusion of the fire and then 
Charles who kindly offered to replace it which he has since done. 
Reference 10th January 1845 JW Dairy V1 

25th Jan 
1843 

The new material to replace the others burnt, including boards, 
battens, shingles and deals will be nearly £30, a great loss. 

Tuesday 9th 

May  1843 
Slept at Claremont Cottage on a bed on kitchen floor. 

11th August 
1843 

I had seen Mr McDonald at the Bank and after a conversation on the 
subject wrote him a tender for the Māori acre – three years for nothing 
and then 50/- per annum. (The Maori acre must have been somewhere 
close to his town acre (like adjoining it because in his dairies he grew 
produce on it and talks about it as if it was across the fence) 
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Land acquisitions  
Wednesday 
May 11th

 

1842 

We then walked to the Surveyor’s Office and there learned that my 
land (Brook Street town acre) was inaccessible from intermediate 
swamps. We met Mr Young who also has about 20 acres inaccessible 
close to mine. 

August 22nd
 

1842 
The selection of the accommodation lands commenced at the 
Surveyor’s Office. 

2nd January 
1843 

The commencement of choosing the remaining suburban sections. 

Wednesday 
4th January 
1843 
 

Went to the office and found that Mr Tuckett had already chosen for 
me No. 155 in the Wiete Valley (Wai-iti), the next beyond Mr 
Shepherd. Shortly the two sections beyond me were chosen for Mr 
Domett and Messrs Tytler. I am told that it is on the flat bed of the 
valley, covered with a forest of Totara, Red & White Pine, and 
underwood. The river runs through it and the intended road to the 
country sections. The back of my section is open to an unexplored 
valley. A much more comfortable than usual in every way. 

4th January 
1843 
 

One of the constables came up with a paper to fill up for the taking of 
the Census for the second time in N.Z. this day two years went to the 
Surveyor’s Office where Mr Tuckett had already chosen for me No. 
155 Wai-iti Valley. I have been to it twice and later exchanged it for 
one better and nearer. Reference 4/01/1845 JW Dairy V1 

Jan 1844 I exchanged this section (#155) within a year Reference 19/12/1846 
JW Dairy V2-Part 1  

16th August 
1843 

Read a letter from Mr Somes authorizing me to draw on him for £250 
per annum for three years and saying he had sent me a “very fine” 
boat complete and that I was to act up to a power of attorney intended 
for Charles. Read also two very kind letters from Maria saying that in 
the other mail was letter to Charles to give me an allotment of land 

Thursday 
31st August 
1843 
 

Went to town and waked to the Port with Mr Jollie who kindly gave me 
information respecting the Land Orders sent out by Mr Somes, one of 
whose allotments, if he allows the choice, will with God’s blessing, suit 
me. I drew from the maps, sketches of this town and suburban acres 
and also of Mr Meek’s. 

25th 

January 
1844 
 

Went up to Mr Somes’ No. 81 with Mr Wallis and Blake in Keeley’s 
cart. The surface being exposed by fire, there appeared so much 
stones and gravel subsoil that Mr Wallis advised that it should not be 
cultivated and so lost the engagement. I was much disappointed, 
having written for it from Mr Somes. (Since then I have exchanged it 
for No. 73.) 

30th August 
1844 

Colonel Wakefield told me I could enquire about Exchanges from Mr Fox and 
should have any section in condition of going to work. Mr Relay told me that 
an acre at Mr Tytlers sown with one bushel had produced 45 bushels. 
Reference Vol ? Part 2 JW Dairies 30th August 1845 

2nd Sept 
1844 

……. the banker drew up a draft of a letter to Mr Fox about the exchanges. I 
delivered he letter to him at the Port. When with the Banker to the adjourned 
meeting about work, people. On our leaving rather late, the Banker obtained 
Mr Fox"s concurrence and we all went to Mr Sheppards where the Colonel 
said that the Directors had consented to exchanges in favour of the Germans 
and therefore as the principle had been acknowledged by them and he would 
consent to exchanges for me. Reference Vol ? Part 2 JW Dairies 2nd Sept 
1845 
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3rd 

September 
1844 

Banker went for the first time to see sections 73, 75 and 76 which quite 
equalled my expectations though the undertaking seemed too great for 
me 

20th 

January 
1845 

Mr Somes authorized me to take possession of Section No. 81, 
promised a formal conveyance, and sent full powers of attorney in my 
own name. 

Friday 23rd 

May 1845 
He said that section 61 was Mr Gowen’s whose agency he had 
declined. He was sending home maps of sections. He thought that 
Wallis was squatting on 74, a section of Mr Tollemache’s. 

 

Oakland's Farm 
23rd Jan 
1844 

Received Mr Wallis’ proposal to plough and harrow section 81 at £5 
per acre on £202 per annum.  

6th Sept 
1844 

Banker said “I need not be too anxious about commencing farming; 
that I must suit my own advantage.” 

7th 

September 
1844 

Gapper sent up Wallis to me to offer himself to farm for me. The 
Banker wished to have his proposals in some form. I started to him at 
Drummonds and saw my name in the paper as starting to farm. Wallis 
calculated on his slat and (on mine) returning, Mr McDonald thought 
his estimates should be closed with. I returned to Wallis to say as 
much. Thus was I launched into a new way of life. 

9th Sept 
1844 

We arranged with Wallis to plough for us and buy the bullocks. 

21st 

September 
1844 

Mr Wallis told me he had bought eight bullocks for me at £104 but he 
must raise his terms to 13/- per acre; which was only yielded to him 
after a long contest with the Banker. 

27th Sept 
1844 

Commenced farming with the Banker at his own persuasion. 

Friday 4th 

October 
1844 

After breakfast Mr Cooper came up to see Priscilla. He had not come 
yesterday as he was buying sheep at 16/- each from Mr Spooner. 

9th October 
1844 

Went into the Bank and was in time to help in deciding on the fencing 
contracts by Newport’s against Black Williams. From the specifications 
drew up the contract 

Friday 11th 

October 
1844 

Mr Beit wished to sell 108 ewes (12 lambs included), 11 rams and 28 
wethers at 12/- each. He would attend them, as many had scab, at 
11/3d per week each. 

14th Oct 
1844 

Saw Mr Seymour who said Beit’s sheep had sold at 9/6. He thought 
that Barley, bacon and English flax would pay. 

22nd Nov 
1844 

Left and at my section found the first 1 acre had been ploughed. The 
bullocks had plunged about with the plough very much. 

11th Dec 
1844 

I have already laid out £200 on the land. 

19th Dec  
1844 

He also showed me McKune’s bill for the ironwork of the cart, making it 
£16 in all. 

3rd Jan 
1845 

Received a note from Mr Wallace saying that the stockyard was carted 
and erecting and requesting three inch nails twine. 

14th Jan 
1845 

Started with Mr McDonald for the farm….. There with Pattison, 
Stephen and Walter Newport, measured the fencing – 71 chains. The 
corners were insufficiently cleared and I had a dispute with the 
clearers….. 
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10th April He had had trouble with the clearers and many conversations with 
James Kerr who was ploughing his land.) 

10th April 
1845 

Went to the Flour Mill meeting where I was asked to take the chair 

5th August 
1845 

...I had begun to drain the lower section but it was all clay it seemed near 
useless 

10 Sept 
1845. 

At the farm. Looked at the drainers. they had cut through the Raupo swamp 
and much water was escaping. 

1930 10 acres of orchard comprising 1190 sturmer apple trees – reference 
Certificate of Registration of an Orchard 15/04/1930 

1932 Total Acres of JW estate = 2119 
Reference Stamp Duties Office letter dated 16/10/1932 

 

Oakland's Homestead 
9th 

Nov1844 
We next inspected the Immigration Barrack which was superior to that 
by the Fort. Mr McDonald said I might give £30 (£20 or £30) for the 
Barracks. 

12th Nov 
1844 

During this I made with pencil a sketch and ground plan of the sort of 
house the Emigration Barracks would make.  Called at Mr Moore’s who 
disapproved of anyone but a carpenter contracting to remove and re-
build the Barracks. 

14th Nov 
1844 

Mr Moore came with me to the Port where he measured the Barracks 
and said the purchase was cheap. 

18th 

Nov1844 
At Mr Moore’s opened four tenders; Hargreaves & Blundell £58 the 
highest, Dartnall’s £43 the lowest. Mr McDonald had thought it would 
be 85. Mr Moore told him that it was a fair tender. Again went to Mr 
Moore’s who sent for Dartnall. It appeared that besides his tender it 
would require about £40 to finish the house. 

7th 

Dec1844 
Dartnall said the frame of the house was up 

14th 

December 
1844 

We next went to the house and the stairs being up, we ascended to the 
upper flooring joists whence we could almost see the entrance to the 
Port. We next took out our bottles and with the sections before us 
drank to our prosperity. The porch was larger than I expected and the 
Banker suggested an ascent to it of broad steps. 

20th 

December 
1844 

Dartnall showed me the progress at the house. The porch was 
shingled; the back and part of both ends weather-boarded, the bolts 
fixed and instead of the upper being raised by studs, he had placed the 
former upper partitions below and the lower above. The rafters for 
ceiling the upper rooms were also laid across. He said the winds from 
behind and around the hills were frightful and he durst fix the roof till all 
was fixed below. 

6th January 
1845 

Looked at the house where Dartnall was going to put the ground floor 
down rough. We had a dispute about it and I expressed my strong 
objection. 

14th Jan 
1845  

Started with Mr McDonald for the farm, taking latches and hinges for 
the new house. We looked at the house where Dartnall had certainly 
taken further trouble with the floors. He said he would finish tomorrow 
night….  

17th Jan 
1845 

Mr Dartnall sent up a note by his servant saying he had finished his 
contract. 
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20th Jan 
1845 

At the Bank Mr Moore received the remaining three pounds due to Mr 
Dartnall for the rebuilding of the Barracks on the section. 

 
 

The Panoramic (3 separate water colours that JW drew) – All info copied from JW dairy V1 

June 30th
 

1842 
Captain Wakefield came to me before the house and said that I might 
turn my drawing to account and that if I would attempt a panoramic 
view of the Harbour from Capt. Wilson’s house, he would forward it to 
the Company. 

July 21st
 

1842 
Capt. Wilson’s to see the sketch, assisting me to carry the board from 
the Depot for the second sketch. I commenced the second view 
containing Charles’ house as the first did mine. 

7th 

November 
1842 

Met Mr Thompson and Captain Wakefield and agreed with the latter 
that my drawings should be forwarded by the Thomas Harrison. Was 
desired by Captain Wakefield to ask Mr Leighton to make a case for 
them.  

12th 

January 
1844 

Drew on Mr Somes for £150 awarded by the Directors for my 
panoramic view of Nelson, reproduced in Jerningham Wakefield’s 
Adventures in N.Z. 

 



Appendix Two 

A simplified version of the generations that produced the next generation to farm Oaklands 
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JOHN WARING SAXTON 
      (Married to Pricilla) 

Conrad Saxton (1833) 
Edward Saxton (1836) 
CHARLES SAXTON (1837) 
(married Fanny Sheppard) 
Priscilla Maria Saxton (1839) 
George Saxton (1841) 
Emily Saxton (1844) 
John Waring Saxton (1846) 
Elizabeth Saxton (1848) 
Baker Saxton (1851) 

GWEN SAXTON  (1906) 
(Married Richard CT Raine) 
Phillip Saxton 
Gordon Saxton 

RICHARD RAINE (1936) 
(Married Jill Williamson) 
Glyn Raine 

Sarah Raine 
Louise Raine 
TOM RAINE (1990) 

JULIAN RAINE (1959) 
(Married Cathy Bowers) 
Nikki Raine 
Rachel Raine 
Adrian Raine 

Children

 Great Grandsons  

Grand children 

Great grand children 

Great great grand children 

GEORGE (Edward) SAXTON (1870) 
(Married Beatrice Pike) 
Rosie Saxton 

Great great great grand children 

Great great great great grand children 



Appendix Two – Land maps, Deeds and Titles        

 
Map One Possible NZ Company map that JW has written comments etc on 
 
 



 

 
Land Deeds Section 74 Suburban South 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Land Deeds Sections 73 and 74 Waimea East 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Land Deed for 73, 74, 76, 94, 97, 95, 99 and rural block XIX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Land Deed for Rural Section X Suburban South 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Land Deed for Section 75 Waimea East 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


