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Mary Ann Müller (1820 –1901) 



Mary Ann Müller, early campaigner 

“Why has a woman no power to vote, no right to vote, when she happens to possess all the  

requisites which legally qualify a man for that right? “ 

 

Mary Ann Müller (born Mary Ann Wilson in 1819 or 1820 in London, died 18 July 1901 in 

Blenheim) was a New Zealand campaigner for women's suffrage and, more generally, women's 

rights. She is described by the  Dictionary of New Zealand Biography as "New Zealand's       

pioneer suffragist". 

She moved to New Zealand with her two sons in 1849. It is uncertain whether she was a widow 

or whether she had left her husband on account of his cruelty. She worked for two years as a 

teacher in Nelson and married her second husband, Stephen Lunn Müller, a surgeon and a  

fellow immigrant from Britain, there in 1851. Her first husband is known to have been dead by 

this point. 

In 1864, she met British women's rights advocate Maria Rye, who was visiting New Zealand. 

Müller began to closely follow feminist movements in Britain and the United States. She also 

began to write articles on the topic of women's rights, which her friend Charles Elliott, the  

editor of the Nelson Examiner, published in his newspaper. Müller wrote under the pen name 

"Fémmina", primarily because her husband, a local politician, objected to her views. 

In 1869, still under a pseudonym, she wrote An appeal to the men of New Zealand, the first 

pamphlet on the issue of women's suffrage ever to be published in New Zealand. Müller's  

argument was that it was necessary for women to obtain the vote in order for them to contrib-

ute fully to the progress of the nation. She also asked for the repeal of discriminatory legisla-

tion, and appealed to men, particularly members of Parliament, to take up the cause of  

women's suffrage. According to the Encyclopaedia of New Zealand (1966), her pamphlet 

"created considerable interest both in New Zealand and abroad". She received a letter of  

support and congratulations from John Stuart Mill. Unwilling, because of her husband's  

position, to become a public activist, Müller nonetheless met William Fox in private to discuss 

her views. According to the Brooklyn Museum, "the Married Women's Property Act of 1870 

incorporated many of her ideas". She revealed her identity only in 1898, seven years after her 

husband's death. 
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     Strong Women 

     Standing Tall 

 

On 19 September 1893, after submitting a petition with nearly 32,000 signa-

tures, New Zealand became the first self-governing country to grant women 

the vote. In most other democracies – including Britain and the United States 

– women did not get that right until after the First World War. New Zealand 

women voted for the first time in a general election on 28 November 1893. 

In 1892 there were 13,325 people in Marlborough of whom 5,954 were female 

(including children). 

204 women from Marlborough signed the petition. 

Despite the short timeframe for voter registration, 109,461 women – about 

84% of the adult female population – enrolled to vote in the election. On poll-

ing day 90,290 of them cast their votes, a turnout of 82%.   
 

 

PELORUS GUARDIAN AND MINERS' ADVOCATE., VOLUME 4, ISSUE 78, 6 OCTOBER 1893 

 

Inspired by the writings of Marlborough woman, Mary Ann Muller and      

suffragette leaders such as Kate Sheppard, the women of Marlborough did 

their part in changing the history of New Zealand. 



Suffrage opponents had warned that delicate ‘lady voters’ would be jostled 

and harassed in polling booths by ‘boorish and half-drunken men’, but in 

fact the 1893 election was described as the ‘best-conducted and most or-

derly’ ever held. 
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Mary Mulvey  (1822 - 1922) 



Mary Mulvey, signatory 
 
In 1893 when she signed the petition Mrs Mary Mulvey was 71 years old and a 
widow. Her husband, John, the local milkman, had been charged with threat-
ening his wife in 1868. He died in 1885. 

She kept cows on her land until she was 87, at which time she transferred 
ownership of them to a companion. She was an original settler of Havelock, 
having been granted a block of land by the crown in 1872. Mrs Mary Mulvey 
died, aged over 100, in 1922.  

“Mrs Mulvey’s big sack apron did everything. She even used to collect wood in 
it. As you passed her gate, Mrs Mulvey always hailed you in for a cup of tea. 
One could not refuse! All visitors would be served a thick slice of bread, hand-
made butter and cheese – each slice was brought in and handed out from, her 
handy sack apron!”- Ivy Godsiff. Mrs Mulvey voted even into her 90s, main-
taining a keen interest in politics.  

PELORUS GUARDIAN AND MINERS' ADVOCATE., VOLUME 22, ISSUE 96, 
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The Norgrove sisters  

(1848 –1945) 

 (1853 –1927) 



Emma and Kate Norgrove, signatories 
 

Emma and Kate Norgrove moved to Blenheim as children with their parents in 1861. 

When the sisters arrived in Blenheim the only school was a co-educational one, and they 

were not allowed to attend. In 1864William Norgrove built a house for his family on the 

corner of Dillon and Maxwell Road. This picturesque house with its beautiful gardens 

soon became a Blenheim landmark. Emma was an avid gardener and cared for the      

garden into old age. 

The Norgrove women attended sewing bee’s supervised by May Anne Muller, a neigh-

bour living only a few houses away.   

They later went onto run a small store in Blenheim  
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Emma Litchfield (1853—1927) 



Emma Litchfield, signatory 

 

In 1893 when she signed the petition, Emma Litchfield, neé Lodder was forty 

years old.  She was born in New Zealand in 1853, and in 1877 she married Alfred.  

Together they had six children, the youngest being one year old when Emma 

signed the petition. 

Emma was active in the local branch of W.C.T.U. holding office as secretary, vice

-president and president over the years. 

Emma became a widow in 1911, at which time her son began to help her with the 

running of the farm. 

In 1918 at age 65, Emma lost 2 daughters and a son within a week to influenza, 

having six year's previously lost her youngest daughter in an accident on Middle 

Renwick Road. 

After the loss of her son, Mrs Litchfield took over the running of the farm.  

Emma Litchfield died in 1927 



Lydia Higgs (1854 – 1943) 



Lydia Higgs, signatory 

 

In 1893 when she signed the petition Lydia Higgs, nee Holtham was 39 years old.  She was 

the second wife of Caleb Higgs, who she married in 1881 and together they had 6 children 

(the first being born in 1878).  Caleb also had 6 children with his first wife, the youngest of 

whom was just a few months old when Caleb and Lydia got together.   

Caleb's first wife, Mary Anne Hammond, died only a few months after giving birth to her 

6th child at age 30, so Lydia certainly had her hands full!  In 1893 Caleb and Lydia were in 

negotiation to take over Smiths Wairau Restaurant, Alfred Street, having for the  previous 

ten years been the publicans at the Globe Hotel in Renwick. They sold the restaurant busi-

ness a year later, and moved to Otane in the Hawkes Bay. 

While living in Renwick, Lydia and Caleb regularly competed in, sponsored and judged 

Horticultural Society competitions, Lydia winning prizes for her pansies and phloxes. 

Lydia and Caleb also ran the bar and luncheon booth for the Upper Wairau Races in a 

"most efficient manner". 

Lydia sang in a fundraising concert to aid the Renwick Cemetery.  Both Lydia and Caleb 

were well and favourably known throughout the district. 
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Kate Cullen (1855 – 1938?) 



Kate (Catherine) Cullen, signatory 

 

Kate (Catherine) Cullen was 38 when she signed the petition.  She was born in 

Ireland in 1855, and probably came to New Zealand with her brother John 

(who later became NZ Commissioner of Police) in 1876, at age 21.   

Kate owned a Draper's shop on Market Street (where Cresswells is now) selling 

hats and clothes for ladies and children.  Kate never married, and was active in 

Blenheim's social circles, attending and hosting parties and socials. 
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Selina Terrill (1857 – 1934) 



Selina Terrill, signatory 

 

Selina Terrill, neé Holtham was 36 when she signed the petition. Selina was born in Chelten-

ham, England, but was living in New Zealand by the time she was married at age 21 in 1877 

to Francis, a forty year old widower with three children .  At the time she signed the petition 

she and her husband had a further five children, the youngest being just an infant.  

In 1893, her husband had just opened a new General Store at Tua Marina. By 1900, her hus-

band had presumably retired, ownership of the store had changed hands, and her husband's 

occupation was listed as "labourer".   

Selina then acquired and ran Panama House, a boarding house opposite the Criterion Hotel. 

It advertised itself in 1902 as a comfortable home for those taking up their residence in Blen-

heim; with rooms en suite, single and double bedrooms, hot and cold water baths, cuisine a 

specialty, comfort above all things.  

Her husband died in 1910, and Selina kept the boarding house going well into her 60s.  

MARLBOROUGH EXPRESS, VOLUME XXXVI, ISSUE 80, 7 APRIL 1902  
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Strong Women 

Standing Tall 
 

The franchising of women did not immediately change women’s lives for 

the better. There was still discrimination and few opportunities available. 

However there are remarkable women who, despite the odds, went on to 

make their way in the world. 

The term Glass Ceiling has only been used in the last 30 years but it is a 

concept that has been around since women first got the vote. 

 

Glass Ceiling: an unseen (glass) barrier for women and people who belong to     
minority groups in climbing up the corporate, political or the ladder of success   
regardless of whether they are qualified for the job. 
Source: theidioms.com 

 

It is only through their tenacity that women have managed to break 

through this invisible barrier and succeed.  

“Expectations in New Zealand are that we want people to be the same, ra-

ther than excel." This is especially true of women however we can and do 

celebrate those who have excelled.  

Women of Marlborough are no exception, these women are those who have 

stood tall and been extraordinary. 

 

Sally Mackay, Marlborough Express, Oct. 8 1985 

https://www.theidioms.com/glass-ceiling/


Ellen Dougherty (1844 – 1919) 

Adele Pentony Graham  collection   and Carterton Historical Society.  



Ellen Dougherty, nurse  

 

Ellen Dougherty was born at Cutters Bay, Marlborough, New Zealand, on 20 September 
1844 Her father had been a whaler for some years before establishing a whaling station at 
Port Underwood in the Marlborough Sounds.   

After her father's death in 1857, Ellen and her brothers and sisters were raised by their 
mother, who then ran a boarding house in Ghuznee Street, Wellington. Before training as 
a nurse it is thought that she worked with Charles Barraud in his Wellington pharmacy. 
From 1885 she was in the employ of the Wellington District Hospital; she completed a 
certificate in nursing in 1887 and studied elementary anatomy and physiology. She be-
came head of the hospital's accident ward and also ran the surgery ward. 

In 1893 Ellen Dougherty was acting matron at Wellington District Hospital; when passed 
over for the permanent position, she accepted a post as matron of Palmerston North Hos-
pital. On arrival she discovered very little had been done in the way of providing basic 
materials for the hospital and money was scarce. Her first concern was to ensure a suffi-
cient supply of linen. In the days before antibiotics, hospitals required large supplies of 
linen to help prevent infection. Her first major act on assuming her post was to organise 
sewing bees with her relatives to sew sheets, pillow-cases and bandages. 

As matron, Ellen Dougherty had the assistance of two nursing staff, whom she brought 
with her from Wellington, and two part-time medical officers. The nurses worked 12-hour 
shifts, and extra hours at need. The job was demanding. Palmerston North was then a 
centre for the construction of the North Island's main trunk railway line, and for bush-
clearing and saw-milling. Accidents were common and doctors not always available. Ellen 
Dougherty had to set broken limbs, dress wounds, and on occasions amputate an arm or 
a leg. She also ran the hospital's dispensary, often staying at work until after midnight. In 
1899 she was formally registered as a pharmacist. 

In September 1901 New Zealand became the first country to have separate legislation for 
the registration and regulation of nurses. When the Nurses Registration Act became law 
in January 1902, nurses who had already trained could apply to have their names entered 
on the register and first on the list was Ellen Dougherty. 

M. G. Openshaw. 'Dougherty, Ellen', Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, first published in 1993, updated March, 2006. Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New Zealand, https://
teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/2d15/dougherty-ellen (accessed 5 July 2018)  

Ellen Dougherty' nurse doll 



Ada Redwood (1867 - 1943) 



Ada Redwood, councillor 

 

Ada McDonald was a widow in 1908 when she married Frederick Redwood, gentleman 

sheep farmer of Spring Creek, and they were together until his death in 1919 

In April 1917 Ada was elected a member of the Wairau Hospital & Charitable Aid 

Board. She topped the poll with 716 votes; J.J. Corry was next with 581. The Marlbor-

ough Express informed its readers that it was, “the first time in the history of the Board 

that a lady is a member”, and noted that she had already done good work for the Beau-

tifying Society, Red Cross, Marlborough Horticultural Society and other organisations. 

Then in October 1919 Councillor William (Billy) Carr lost his seat on the Blenheim  

Borough Council, because of non-attendance without leave, creating an extraordinary 

vacancy. Ada stood against him and William Joseph Humphreys and won.   

50 years later she was still the first woman Councillor in the Blenheim Borough 

Ada held her own in the rough and tumble of local politics, standing down in 1927 

when she was 60 years old. She died in Blenheim in 1943. 

Pierson, J. (2012, December) The tale of Ada Redwood.  



Amy Johnston (1872 – 1908) 



Amy Isabella Johnston, dentist 

 

Amy Isabella Johnston, one of the few women to become registered dentists in New 

Zealand in the nineteenth century, was born at Greymouth, New Zealand, on 5 April 

1872 

In 1893 she took up an apprenticeship with J. F. Wilson, a Blenheim dentist. Amy 

Johnston passed the exam on 13 October 1896 and was entered on the dental register 

on 29 October that year. She was one of only five women out of a total of 190 regis-

tered dentists whose qualifications met the rather permissive criteria required by the 

government.  

In 1898 Johnston took the unusual step of buying out Wilson's Blenheim practice for 

£300, borrowing £250 to do so. It was rare for a woman to run her own practice. 

In April 1900 Amy Johnston went to Invercargill in ill health. Her creditors, appar-

ently fearing that she had abandoned the business, forced her to declare voluntary 

bankruptcy. When she realised her assets, however, she was able to pay her debts 

easily. She continued in practice until 1908, returning, possibly about 1904, to Inver-

cargill, where she again worked with J. F. Wilson. 

She died 17 September 1908, aged 36.  
 
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/2j5/johnston-amy-isabella 
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Rosina Buckman (1881 – 1948) 



Rosina Buckman, opera singer 

Rosina Buckman was born in Blenheim, New Zealand, on 16 March 1881, the second child 

of Henrietta Matilda Chuck, a skilled singer and organist, and her carpenter husband, 

John Buckman. Rosina showed early signs of a well-above-average singing voice, receiving 

her initial training from her mother 

Rosina Buckman's clear coloratura soprano and fine sense of the dramatic were soon at-

tracting much favourable public and critical attention, and after leaving the Birmingham 

School of Music.in July 1903 she was able to support herself by taking concert engage-

ments. A serious illness intervened, however, and the consequent lack of income caused 

her to accept an offer from her parents to pay her fare to New Zealand. She arrived home 

in March 1904 and almost immediately embarked on a tour with the American baritone 

Hamilton Hodges 

Rosina Buckman continued to extend her stage experience in Australia and New Zealand, 

becoming sufficiently well respected by 1910 to be included in an opera company being 

formed by J. C. Williamson to tour both countries 

She eventually returned to Britain in mid-1912. There she soon obtained work, including 

an engagement conducted by Thomas Beecham. 

Playing long seasons of opera in London and in the provinces throughout the war, Bee-

cham's group achieved new heights of performance and became recognised as reaching a 

degree of excellence that has seldom been surpassed. 

On 24 December 1919 in London Rosina Buckman married the tenor Emile Maurice 

d'Oisly. Together and separately they sang throughout Britain with many leading orches-

tras and in distinguished celebrity concerts. 

After a serious illness Rosina Buckman died in London at the age of 67 on 31 December 

1948. Her husband survived her but there were no children. Colleagues at this time con-

firmed the very high esteem in which she was held and referred to a voice which had been 

characterised by great clarity, beauty and warmth, capable of all the finest shades of col-

our, and matched by her impressive sincerity and total integrity as an artist. She was 

known to be warmhearted, kindly and generous, in appearance a large woman with an ex-

ceptionally beautiful complexion. 

ASHBURTON GUARDIAN, VOLUME XLII, ISSUE 9634, 
19 OCTOBER 1921  

MANAWATU TIMES, VOLUME 
XL, ISSUE 13428, 17 JUNE 1916  

NEW ZEALAND TIMES, VOLUME XXXVII, ISSUE 
8448, 6 JUNE 1913  

EVENING POST, VOLUME CIII, ISSUE 111, 13 MAY 1922  
BAY OF PLENTY TIMES, VOLUME LXXVII, ISSUE 
14866, 31 DECEMBER 1948  



Nellie Scanlan (1882 – 1968) 



Nellie Scanlan, author 

 

Ellen Margaret Scanlan, New Zealand's most widely read popular novelist of the 1930s 

and 1940s, was born in Picton on 15 January 1882, of Irish Catholic parentage. 

Scanlan's interest in writing and journalism may well have been prompted during her 
early life by the family's close friendship with the poet Thomas Bracken. During the First 
World War she became a reporter, then sub-editor, on the Manawatu Daily Times, and 
in 1919 began an adventurous, roving 30-year career as a free-lance journalist in New 
Zealand and overseas. She initially travelled to the United States, where her first major 
assignment was the reporting of the first Conference on the Limitation of Armaments in 
Washington DC, in 1921–22 (she was the only woman reporter present). During two 
years there she became well known as a peripatetic 'ambassador' for New Zealand, 
speaking at women's clubs and reporting on social events and personalities in syndicat-
ed articles which were also published as a book, Boudoir mirrors of Washington, in 
1923. 

After 1923 Scanlan was based in England, where for 25 years she continued to report on 
the lives of the rich and famous, on royal events, and on the personalities and places be-
hind public and political events in England and Europe. 

Scanlan returned every five years or so to New Zealand. 

In her autobiography Road to Pencarrow (1963), Scanlan wrote of her career as a novel-
ist: 'I was never young and full of promise. I was once young, but my first novel wasn't 
published until I was nearly fifty.' 

When the Second World War started Scanlan was again in New Zealand. Unable to trav-
el, she became a well-known New Zealand radio speaker, with a long-running series of 
broadcasts (two hundred altogether) entitled 'Shoes and ships and sealing-wax'. She 
went back to England in 1944, but this was to be her last extended stay overseas. She re-
turned to New Zealand in 1948 and settled in a cottage at Paraparaumu Beach, north of 
Wellington 

She died at Calvary Hospital in Wellington on 5 October 1968. In 1965 she had been ap-
pointed an MBE for services to journalism and authorship. 

Terry Sturm. 'Scanlan, Ellen Margaret', Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, first published in 1998. Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of 

New Zealand, https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/4s11/scanlan-ellen-margaret (accessed 29 May 2018) 



Bessie Te Wenerau (Wene) Grace (1889-1944) 



 

 

Wenerau Grace was the first Māori woman to receive a degree from a university. In the first 

half of the 20th century, she also became an educational leader. Grace’s Māori mother was the 

eldest daughter of the chief of Ngāti Tūwharetoa. Her European father had served in parlia-

ment, and wanted his children to be educated at a New Zealand European school.  

 

Wene and her siblings lived in Blenheim with their Aunt and Uncle, Archdeacon and Mrs 

Grace. 

She attended Nelson College for Girls under New Zealand’s first female university graduate, 

Kate Edger, then enrolled at Canterbury College in 1905. Later, after teaching at several New 

Zealand schools, she moved to London as a novice nun. There she completed her university 

degree in 1926 and also went on to graduate with a Master of Arts from the University of Lon-

don. As Sister Eudora, Grace then became a school administrator, staying as headmistress of 

St Michael’s Grammar School in Melbourne until she died. 

https://royalsociety.org.nz/150th-anniversary/150-women-in-150-words/1918-1967/bessie-te-wenerau-grace/ 

Bessie Te Wenerau Grace, educator  



Edith Mary Lewis (1891 –1982) 



Edith Rudd, nurse  

 

Edith Rudd (nee Lewis) served in World War 1 and World War 2 and was matron of 

Wairau Hospital for 20 years between the wars.  She enlisted with the New Zealand 

Army Nursing Service (NZANS), sailing from Wellington on the Marama in Decem-

ber 1915, and served in Egypt until 1918.  

Matron Lewis was awarded campaign medals for both of the World Wars. She also 

received the highest military nursing award, the Royal Red Cross First (1st Class) in 

1944 and, in 1961, she was presented with the highest distinction in nursing, the 

Florence Nightingale Medal  



Eileen Duggan (1894—1972) 



Eileen Duggan, poet 

 

Born at Tua Marina, Eileen Duggan is of Irish descent. Her father came to NZ, from 

County Kerry, in 1876 and settled in Marlborough. His family of 4 were born and 

brought up in Tua Marina, Eileen being the youngest. 

When Eileen was in sixth standard she won a scholarship to Marlborough College 

going on to study at Victoria University, graduating in 1918 with first class honours. 

She served her apprenticeship as a pupil teacher at her old school in Tua Marina and 

taught for a time at the Dannevirke High School, before she became a lecturer at  

Victoria University. Mr and Mrs Duggan moved their family to Wellington but soon 

after Evelyn (sister) died suddenly and was followed within a short time by first her 

mother and then her father. One of her sisters had become a nun, the other Mary 

was married and living in Wellington, so when her parents died she went to live with 

Mary. 

Eileen had begun to write poems as a student at university and was contributing to 

periodicals both in NZ and abroad. In 1929 a book of poems for children called "New 

Zealand Bird Songs" was published. In 1930, 16 of her poems appeared in an         

anthology of contemporary New Zealand verse, called "Kowhai Gold." In 1937 a 

book called "Poems" was published in England by Allan and Unwin. Walter De La 

Mare, who wrote the preface for "Poems" was another who praised her work highly. 

In 1937 Miss Duggan's work received special recognition; she was awarded the 

O.B.E. for her poetry. In 1941 Allan and Unwin published a second volume, called 

"New Zealand Poems". 

"Where the racing Wairau slows  

Homesick for its snowshed 

And Tua Marina murmurs in the South". 

In 1943 the honorary award of F.R.S.L. was conferred for her high attainments in   

literature. In 1949 one of her poems "The Oxen" was set to music by Miss Dorothea 

Franchi (a New Zealander). 4,000 people sang it at a carol service in St. Paul's Ca-

thedral.  Princess Margaret joined in the singing. 



Pauline (Susie) Bennett (1906 -?) 



Pauline Alice Bennett, pilot 

 

Pauline Alice Bennett was born in 1906 to Ida and Dr. James Freeborn Bennett. 

She attended St. Mary’s School in Blenheim  

Flying was a family passion with Pauline gaining her Commercial Pilot’s licence 

and taking her first flight with a passenger in 1930. She was the first woman to 

gain this licence with aero club training in New Zealand. She often took passen-

gers on sightseeing flights as well as attending air pageants all over the country  

Her brother was also a pilot with the RAF. 

She married Flight Lieutenant Kenneth Knocker in Calcutta in 1934 and later   

remarried RNZAF pilot J.M. Buckeridge in 1955  



Mary Isoline Watson (1916 - 1968) 



Mary Isoline Watson, wandering washer woman 

 

Mary Watson married at an early age and settled on a farm at Seddon. Here she became Marl-

borough's first woman motor cycle rider. 

Always interested in the welfare of country women, Mary, in 1938, was distressed to hear how 

urgent was the need for help in farm kitchens and laundries. Lack of assistance was due to the 

fact that country girls were seeking vocations other than that of domestic work. 

Mrs Watson established herself in a unique occupation. She became a wandering washer-lady, 

visiting scattered country farm houses on a motorcycle, with a sidecar carrying an electric 

washing machine. 

She used a sidecar specially designed for the several types of motorcycles she was eventually to 

use. The first was "V" twin "Alldays Allon" two-stroke. Then came a BSA 2 and three quarter, 

followed by a Royal Enfield 350 c.c. and eventually a 55 cubic inch "Indian Scout" which      

carried, beside the washing machine, a vacuum cleaner, and an iron. 

Over the hills and dales, over rough country roads-sometimes making wide detours due to 

flooded creeks and rivers rode Mrs Watson with "The Happy Day Washer" written in letters of 

fire on her sidecar. 

Fortunately Mrs Watson was quite an able mechanic and could do much of her own mainte-

nance work, including fitting of rings, valve grindings and re-timing, apart from the usual road 

repairs. 

As a rider of no mean ability it was a matter of course that, during the Second World War, Mrs 

Watson should become a dispatch rider in the WWSA. During those years she was    also kept 

busy by the rural mail delivery and goods service, which she had established. She spent five 

and a half days a week on delivery, covering 70 miles a day. In very wet weather she some-

times drove a truck for this service. 

While she regarded motor cycling as the sport of sports, her other pastimes included flying, 

rowing, fishing and shooting with a .303 rifle As well she was a very accomplished needle 

worker 



Margaret Churchward (1917 – 2009) 



Margaret Churchward, business woman 

A life lived to the full in turbulent times 

Well known Blenheim identity Margaret Kidner will be remembered for living a full 
life in the turbulent times of the 20th century; the Great Depression, World War 2 
and post war England and Europe. 

The former professional ballroom dancer, model, traveller and air raid warden died 
aged 92 at a Blenheim resthome last weekend. [January 2009] 

She was known for her irrepressible sense of humour and there were countless sto-
ries about her exploits during the war and her life in post-war England, Europe and 
Africa. 

She was an avid collector of antiques, and over 550 items, including antique furni-
ture, clothes, art and collectibles were sold at auction earlier this year. The auction 
drew interest from around the country. 

Active and sharp right up until her death, Mrs Kidner was an avid smoker through-
out her life. 

She was born in her family's Nelson St home in 1915 as the only child of William and 
Lucy Churchward. William was a well known lawyer who practised for 55 years in 
Blenheim. 

She attended boarding school in Havelock North during the Depression years, and 
following that, she was sent to England. She became a professional ball room dancer 
and taught South American dancing. 

On returning to New Zealand before World War 2, she married Basil Collyns, a fight-
er pilot who soon after went off to fight in World War 2. She followed him to England 
and worked there in the war effort. 

Mr Collyns was shot down and killed towards the end of the war and was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross posthumously. 

At the end of the war she returned to New Zealand. However, she found it difficult to 
adapt to life in New Zealand, and she returned to England. 

She started a small travel business, taking groups around London, England and even 
into post war Europe. 

In 1955 she married Englishman John Kidner, and they moved to Torremolenos on 
Spain's Costa Del Sol where they ran a guest house. 
Marlborough Express 14:43, Jan 31 2009 



Ng Bickleen Fong  

(1931-1998) 



Bickleen Fong, author 

 

“This country is no longer a place of sojourn, but my home.” 

 

Bickleen Fong was born in Canton, coming to New Zealand in 1939 after the 

Japanese invaded China . Her father had bought two orchards outside Blen-

heim where the family settled. Bickleen attended Rapaura school and Marlbor-

ough College, followed by Queen Margaret College in Wellington and Otago 

University. 

After gaining her M.A. in education in 1954, she went to teach in Taiwan, only 

returning at her father’s request. In 1959 she wrote her well regarded book: 

Chinese in New Zealand – a study in assimilation 

 

 



Jane Hunter 



Jane Hunter, viticulturist 
 
 

“Hunter’s support many local community activities because it is important not only to fos-
ter relationships but add something back to the community which has given us credibility 

and support.” 
 

Jane was born in South Australia, where her father was a contract grape grower for BRL  

Hardy. She gained a degree in Agricultural Science at the University of Adelaide, working in 

Australia and New Zealand at various jobs before she was appointed to the position of         

National Viticulturist for Montana Wines based in Blenheim.  At a crucial time for New    

Zealand’s fledgling wine industry, Jane was responsible for all Montana’s vineyards, setting 

work programmes for the managers, organising research and development and liaising with 

contract growers. 

 

Jane met and married Irishman Ernie Hunter in 1984, and after his untimely death in 1987 

she took over running Hunter's Wines which Ernie had established in Marlborough in 1979. 

It was widely expected that Jane would sell up and move back to Australia, but the resolve 

that fuelled Jane’s decision to stay and fight for a future for Hunter’s Wines and New Zealand 

Wines after Ernie’s death has come to light many times since. 

Through her strong determination, she resolved to build on the vineyard's proven potential 

and success. 

 

Jane received an OBE in 1993 for her services to viticulture and in 1997 came further     

recognition with an Honorary Doctorate of Science from Massey University.  In October 

2003, Jane received the inaugural Wine & Spirit Competition Women in Wine Award (UK), 

http://www.hunters.co.nz/ 

http://www.hunters.co.nz/

